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DISCLAIMER: The material contained in this publication is in the nature of general comment only, and neither purports nor
is intend to be advice on a particular matter. Readers should not act or rely on any information contained in, or implied by
this magazine without taking appropriate professional advice relating specifically to their circumstances. The publishers and
authors expressly disclaim all and any liability to any person, whether Federation member or not, who acts or fails to act as a
consequence of reliance upon whole or any part of this publication. Views, opinions or claims expressed in any article,
editorial, letter or advertisement are not necessarily the views held by the Executive and/or the Committee of the Vietnam
Veterans Federation South Australian Branch Inc., nor are they necessarily the views or opinions of the Editor of SNAFU.

Printed by Cove Print—182 Brighton Rd, Somerton Park, phone 08 8376 6676
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ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION
OFFICE HOURS
1000h—1500h MONDAY to THURSDAY

Patron

His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AO, Governor of South Australia

Phone: 08 8296 2411

Fax: 08 8296 2500
Web: www.vvfsa.org.au
Email: vvfsa@tpg.com.au

Address: 71A Addison Road
Warradale SA 5046

Executive Committee

Acting President: Mal Thiele JP
Acting Vice President: Bob Ellis OAM
Secretary: George Craig
Treasurer: Robin Carbins

Committee Members

Doc Ballantyne Phil Lambert
Kim Brumfield JP Chris Norman
Butch Daly Dee O’Brien
Bill Denny AM BM  Evelyn Pitt
Fay Ellis Peter Rogers
Padre

Malcolm Thomas OAM

Pension Officers and Advocates

John Gillman PO/A/W/MRCA

Jim Leslie PO/W/MRCA

Rick Wylie PO/W

Alan Hook PO/W/MRCA/AAT
war widow

Craig Mitchell A

Key-

PO = Pension Officer (VEA)

W = Welfare

A = Advcocate

MRCA = Military Rehab Compensation Act

AAT = Administration Appeals Tribunal

Broken Hill

Des Kennedy (RSL) PO: 0412 458 054
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Eyre Peninsula
Port Lincoln RSL

Yorke Peninsula
Chris Soar (Bublacowie) w

School Visits
Bob Ellis OAM
Peter Haran
Ron List

Welfare Officers/ Hospital Visits
Dave Harding  (Gawler) North
Phil Lambert South and country

Reception Officers

Monday: Brenton Myall

Tuesday: Ziggy Przedworski
Wednesday: Phil Lambert, Mal Thiele JP
Thursday: Keith Tainsh, Karl Schwung

Committee meetings

Held on the Wednesday before the BBQ.
BBQ: Second Friday of each month
SNAFU Editor

James Woite

Email all correspondence to

editorofsnafu@gmail.com
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

We had a meeting on the 16th of March, but nobody
came, except the regular volunteers. I was extremely
disappointed at the lack of support from the
membership to the Federation, but that is the way that
it is. The end result is that we will have to seriously
consider a rise to annual membership fees or an
increase to the monthly barbeque fee, or both. Things
are not getting any cheaper and we have to meet the
rising costs of foodstuffs, goods and services, as well
as necessary repairs and maintenance of furniture and
equipment not covered by BEST Grants (which, with
a change to the way BEST Grants are now assessed,
the allocation of monies to South Australian ESO’s is
much less than it has been previously).

Upcoming events of importance are:

. The 48th anniversary of the Battle for Coral/
Balmoral in May

. The 21st anniversary of the formation of the
VVFSA in July

. The 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan
(Vietnam Veterans Day) in August

I am hopeful that all these events will be well attended

by our members.

To our band of volunteers, thanks to whom this
Federation is in a fairly good state. Who are they, you
might wonder? They are your Committee/Public
Officer, Pension Officers and Advocates, Office
Managers, fund raisers, Vets on Air radio anchors,
outdoor barbeque workers, monthly barbeque and
kitchen workers, Quiz Night organisers, raffle
organisers and prize donators, bar persons and
cleaners, ground maintenance, and can/bottle
recyclers. This is all done by about 28 people, nearly
always the same people, who have volunteered their
time almost since the formation of the Federation 21
years ago. They receive little acknowledgement or
thanks, so I think that this is a very appropriate time to
say:

Thank you to all those who have, or still, volunteer for
the Federation and its members, for the many jobs you
undertake that are bloody well done. We do not show
our appreciation enough, nor give you the thanks that
you are so deserving of. I hope this goes some way to
rectifying that.

As some of you know, I am keeping the medical
profession supported with yet another trip to the
hospital for surgery. This again will be followed by a
lengthy recovery period. This has forced me into
much thought as to what I have to do in the future
with the best interests of the Federation at the
forefront. I have come to the conclusion that [ have no
option than to, with a great deal of regret, step down
from the position of President of the Federation with
effect from the 11th of April. Mal Thiele will become
the Acting President until the 2017 Annual general
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Meeting, when the position would normally become
vacant. By doing this, it allows time for me to spend
with Mal to offer him support and some guidance (if
necessary) before I go, and I know that the Federation
will be in very good hands. All I ask is that you
extend the same support and goodwill to him as you
did to me.

It has been a privilege and a pleasure having served
the Federation as President, and [ thank the
Committee for their support and guidance, as well as
the members for their support. I step down with much
reluctance, but I believe that I cannot be an effective
and representative President with so many prolonged
absences from the required duties of office.

Grumpy

FROM THE VP

In the last SNAFU there was an insert to all members
asking for written comments about two upcoming
motions at the National Executive meeting held on
31% March, 2016. I received two responses which
was very disappointing.

These two motions were about a name change and a
new definition of Ordinary Member for the
Federation. After discussion and input from all States
it was decided not to change the name but States were
open to groups becoming known as Veterans Support
Centres. The definition of “Ordinary Member” was
discussed and is to remain as shown in the latest
revision of the National Constitution on 26" May,
2015.

By now you will know that our President, John
“Grumpy” Hough has stood down due to ill health.
We all wish “Grumpy” a speedy recovery and look
forward to seeing him around the Federation in the
near future.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
“Grumpy” for all his hard work, wisdom and advice
since I have been involved in the Committee. He has
had to work through some difficult situations and has
handled them all in his own inimitable style with
compassion and aplomb. He has represented us very
well at many meetings with other ESO’s, DVA, and
Government both at the local and National level.
How many of you realised that he was Vice President
of our National body?

“Grumpy” you have left a large hole to fill. 1 am sure
that I speak for all members when I wish you all the
very best with your treatment and that we see you
around the Federation sooner rather than later.

Mal Thiele, Vice President
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
VVF = AGM

at the clubrooms

11lam
18" September 2016

Positions becoming vacant,
NOMINATIONS CLOSE 8th August 2016

VICE PRESIDENT (two years)
SECRETARY (two year)
10 COMMITTEE MEMBERS (one year)

Other positions to be filled
Fundraising (Outside BBQ) Co-ordinator
Grants Officer

WILL YOU VOLUNTEER TO HELP KEEP THE FEDERATION STRONG.
It’s over to you, our members.

Notices of Motion to be with the Secretary by the 8 August

VETS SUPPORTING VETS
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VVFSA 2157 Birthday
Celebration

Saturday 29" October 2016

At 7.30pm

SEH!J Nig!ﬁ

l.e4#'s Iook ridiculous

Prizes for Best Costumes
Door Prize
Entry Fee “A Ridiculous price of $5.00 pp”
Tickets available from: The office as of
13" May 2016
Max 100 tickets
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Wearing of Non-Official
Medais

A radaivaly recenl phanomencn
In the meda workd s the
appearance of 3 wide vanety of
non-olfical  medals,  generally
refssced 1o as ‘pavaie

commamaorabives” but also called’

‘nnies’ A non-official medal is
any medal that 3 not iisted in the
Order ol Wearnng of Ausbiahin
Honowrs and Awargs, which was
published in the Commonweaiih
of Austraka Gazelle Specal No
S.101 of 4 April 2002,

Madais not listad in the order of
wear may be worn officially, on
an unresticled basis, only with
the express permission ol the
Gavernor-General. As 8 genersal
rule, such  permisson s
exiended onty 10 official awards
of foreign governments i has
never deen extended O Drvale
commemaorative medals  Those
rmedais should not be worn st all,
and certanly nevar on the lefi-
hand side and mounled with
officially 1ssued madals.

Whds private  commemdrative
medals are not recognised for
wear i the Order of Wearng of
Australan Honpurs and Awards,
tha Australiian Delence Force
(ADF] recognises a  small
number  of awards of some
organisatons for wear Thess
are the awards of vanous bodes
which are under royal patronage,
or  awargs  whch have
wadilonally baen recognised for
waar, orbeth.

These Inchide the Order of Si
John Life Saving Medat and the
Red Cross’ Florence Nightingale
Medal, as well as e awards of
the Royal Humane Scciety, the
Royai Humane Socety of
Australasis, the Royal Humane
Scciety of New South Walkes and
e Royal National Lifeboat
Insfitution
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The Austrsian Qefenge Forco  has
rOCogUNSad & 3asAR daninss of awaids
i for wenr spch as the Rad Cross
Flurance Nightiapalns Madal

Various medals of thesd
organisations phus the 5t John Lide
Saviig Medal and the Ficrence
Nghlingale Mestal, ave authonsed by
the ADF for unresiricied wear on the
right-hand swde at 3l times when
medais or nbbons arg wom. By
exienson, his means thal heso
medais may aso be wom.an the
fight with ciwviian dess on &l
occasions whan medals arg wom
Autnority for wear of these medals by
members of the ADF is contaned in
the Service drass nsteoshons

As & general rula, official awards of
the varous slates and lefrilories -
such as the maedals of the vanous
police forces — ara not authorised for
wear on ADF uniforma under any
crcumsiances. Exceplions o ths
rule may be deaded on 2 case by
casa basss.

Currenty, the only oxcepson s tha
Austrakian Capital Yerritory
Emergency Medal (ACTEM), which
was issued to 3 number of ADF
members following the Jancary 2003
bushfizes in the ACT. In February

200% the Chief of the Defence Forca

advised that restricied permission for
wear of the ACTEM had boen given
o serving mambers of the ADF The
authorily permiis the wearing of the
ACTEM on ADF uniform, on the
ngnt-hand side when the recpient is
altendéng ‘an offical unctivn of he
ACT Government.

The Front Lmne
Service Medal (s an
wxampe of a nan.
ofGoial mieinl

List of Non-Official, Private
Commemaorative Medals

The followmng are exampies of non-
offical medals which are available
foe purchase

None of these medais s authorsed
for wear.

Active Service Madal

Alled Ex-POW Medal

Arciic Campeign Med:ad

Ay Service Medal

Ausiralian Ex-Prisoners of War
Medal .

Austrakan Logste Suppont
Forcas Vietnam Medal

Austrakan Merchant Navy
Commeandation

Ausiralian Merchant Navy
Mentonous Medal

Augtralian Merchant Navy Service
Cross

Ausiralian Nuclear Vetarans

Associabon Medal

Auslralian Secunty Medal

Aviation Secvice Medal

Batthe for Malta Medal

BCOF Mecal

Bomber Command Medal
Britigh Forces Germany Mecal
CMFReserve Forces Medal
Combatant Seqvice Madal

Compisory Military Training
Mexsal
Conscnpted Senica Madal

Eastem Sarvice Madai

Far East and Asiatic Servica
Medal

Foreign Service Medal
Front Line Service Medal

Hers de Combat Medal

Korean War 40th Annsvorsary
Medal

Merchant Navy Service Cross

Mearchant Navy Sendice Medal

National Defence Medal

National Service Medal

Normandy Campaign Medal

Prisoner of War Aadal

Qusen Elizabeth’'s Goldan Jubees
Medal

Regudar Forees Medals

Rastoration of Peaca Meda!

Sea Senscs Medal

Siags of Tobruk Medal

Sumpson Medal

Suez Canal Zone Medat
Vietnam Veteran's Medal
Volunteer Sendice Medal
Vietnam 25" Annlversary Medal
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INDIGENOUS VETERAN TO BE REUNITED WITH
VIETNAM WAR ARMOURED PERSONNEL CARRIER

ABC Far North
By Kirsty Nancarrow, Kier Shorey and Tony Cattermole
Posted Tue at 4:17pm

PHOTO: The journey to bring the APC to far north Queensland will take three days. (ABC News: Tony Cat-
termole)

RELATED STORY: Yarrabah RSL organises truck-driving relay to secure armoured vehicle

MAP: Yarrabah 4871

Australia's first Indigenous Returned Services League (RSL) Club will soon be able to honour one of
its former soldiers with a piece of war history.

During his two tours of Vietnam, Yarrabah resident and a founding member of the community's RSL,
James Canuto, drove an M113-A1 Armoured Personnel Carrier (APC) as part of the Australian Army's
commitment to the conflict.

He reached the rank of Squadron Sergeant Major and led a troop of 200 soldiers, including entertainer
Normie Rowe.

Mr Canuto's APC was the second last one to leave Vietnam.

About eight months ago, president of the fledgling Yarrabah RSL Tim White found the APC was be-
ing stored at the Gaza Ridge Barracks at Bandiana near the Victoria-New South Wales border.

The Australian Defence Force (ADF) agreed to bequeath it, with the stipulation the club organised
and paid for transport of the vehicle.

Yarrabah RSL has since raised $7,500, largely from the far north Queensland business community
and on Tuesday, it was loaded onto a truck to begin its three-day journey north.

Ex-servicewoman Linda Fennell from the volunteer organisation, Defence Shed, was there to see the
APC safely on its way.

VETS SUPPORTING VETS 10


http://www.abc.net.au/farnorth/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-04-05/truck/7301464
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-04-05/truck/7301464
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-22/indigenous-rsl-organises-truck-driving-relay/7188858
http://www.google.com/maps/place/Yarrabah%204871/@-16.9077,145.8652,5z
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-22/indigenous-rsl-organises-truck-driving-relay/7188858
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-22/indigenous-rsl-organises-truck-driving-relay/7188858
http://www.defenceshed.com/
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INDIGENOUS VETERAN TO BE REUNITED WITH
VIETNAM WAR ARMOURED PERSONNEL CARRIER

"The community are extremely excited and can't wait for this APC to get up there so Uncle James Ca-
nuto can actually physically show them what an APC looks like and that will then put a picture to the
stories that he's been telling the community in Yarrabah," Ms Fennell said.

A second APC on board the truck will find a permanent home in Cooktown.

This is a fantastic step forward in acknowledging our Aboriginal brothers
and sisters that have served this great country of ours and are still serving.
Linda Fennell from Defence Shed

Stephen Fennell said the journey would help raise awareness about Defence Shed, established at Os-
borne in South Australia but which hopes to expand to places including Yarrabah.

"It's to help guys who've just come back from Afghanistan: army, navy, air force," Mr Fennell said.

"We still have navy in the Gulf of Arabia, so if any of those have psychological issues or medical is-
sues, Defence Shed is there for them."

Far north Queensland-based truck driver Roger Tuxworth said the APC was one of the more unusual
items he had been asked to transport.

"We cart a lot of freight all around the place but it's not every day you get a decommissioned army
piece to take on up for display," Mr Tuxworth said.

The precious cargo will travel up through Gilgandra, Lightning Ridge, Roma and Townsville before it
is delivered to Yarrabah, east of Cairns on Friday, where it will be part of a permanent monument hon-
ouring the service of Sergeant Canuto.

"This is a fantastic step forward in acknowledging our Aboriginal brothers and sisters that have served
this great country of ours and are still serving," Ms Fennell said.

The monument will be officially unveiled at a community celebration in Yarrabah on September 12.

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY:
18 AUGUST 2016

The Battle of Long Tan occurred on 18" August 1966. The Federal Government has declared this day as
Vietnam Veterans Day. The Federation in South Australia has for some years conducted a memorial
service for this battle at the Vietnam Memorial on Torrens Parade Ground. It was decided to hold the
reflection service in the afternoon of the 18™ August the reflection starts at 1500hrs and takes about 30
minutes. 1500 was selected as D Company were within an hour of the first shots being fired.

There are no formally invited guests and everyone is welcome to attend. During the reflection random
members from those attending are asked to place a red or yellow rose with the names of all the
Australians killed that day. (The roses are supplied by Tynte Street Florist at a very special price.)
During this activity all we ask is reflection for the fallen there is no need for other wreaths or tributes to
be laid. This activity cost nothing but your time, there is free parking on the Parade Ground and we will
be pleased to have your presence. See you there.

Bob Ellis OAM and Eric Ciracovitch OAM

VETS SUPPORTING VETS 11
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Vets on Air brings you news within our veteran
community and current events along with music
requests. The program is broadcast via the world
wide web to all including our serving overseas forces
as well as nationally and internationally i.e. Germany
and England. It is well received with many positive
comments and requests from the forces and other
veterans emailed to the program.

Messages to our overseas forces can be emailed to :
info@coastfm.com.au (Subject line: Vets On Air).

These messages will be inserted into out broadcast
and we are sure, will be a great moral boost for our
service men and women serving overseas. If you can’t
pick up 88.7 Coast FM on your radio, fire up the
computer and bring up the website,
wwwcoastfm.com.au and activate radio reception,

6pm - 8pm (Adelaide time) every Tuesday.

EXTRA NEWS BITS AND PIECES

The April BBQ was well attended approximately
80 which was good. Monthly membership draw
was not won and will be $120 at the May BBQ.
Robbie won the meat pack (door prize). A big
thank you to all of our helpers, far too many to
mention.

We were very sad when our President “Grumps”
announced his retirement from the Presidency
due to on going health matters. It would have
been nice if he could have been afforded full
attention whilst he made his speech, he didn’t
take a lot of time. Our love and good wishes are
with him always. Ladies, apart from quilting and
lead lighting etc there are other group activities
you can attend as often or as little as you wish.
They are WACAS (We All Care And Support)
and another group is Health and Harmony.
WACAS have several things in the pipeline like a
bus trip to the Barossa 16" August (Ladies only)
more on that in the next issue of the SNAFU.

The Health and Harmony group meets every 4"
Thursday of the month at Legacy House in
Franklin St. It is a good fun group of ladies and

VETS SUPPORTING VETS

each month we have a different activity to
entertain us, our very own Marg Culley came and
gave us a very interesting outlook on her
jewellery making. It’s only a gold coin donation
and we bring a plate to share for lunch. We do
have a lot of fun. April is a Dressed for Success
clothing show where our own ladies do the
modeling. May is to be decided, June is a Koala
Wildlife Tour, we intend having an early lunch
before the tour. The ladies who attend are a very
friendly bunch of Veterans Wives or spouses or
widows. What I have written is a small part of
what is offered and if you would like further
information  please = phone AM  Howell
(coordinator) on 82623974.

To all those lucky people travelling north for the
winter I wish you a happy, healthy and safe trip
(and yes I am jealous). Happy birthday to all
having birthdays in April, May and June
XoXoXo

Cheers for now,
Fay

12
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= Unley NISSAN

284 Unley Road, Hyde Park SA 5061
Ph: 8306 7777

Email paulh@unleynissan.com.au

NATIONAL FLEET DISOCOUNT TO TP1 GOLD CARD HOLDERS (for all condilions)
YOUR CONTACTS AT UNLEY NISSAN ARE PAUL HARVEY 0407797046

CLARIDGE
HOLDEN

dnving ahead.

For mamy years Claridge Holden have offered
support to the Vietnam Veterans' Federation 54 Change Of Name

Branch and are proud to continue to do so. Same People

Should any Vietnam Veterans' Federation member
be conzidering purchasing a new Holden or late

model wehicle; we would be pleased to help in any H
way we can with regards to quality of service and ) Stockl ng )

el prce CARAVANS

Please don’t hesitate to contoct
our friendly soles
representative Wiayne Duthie,
should youw haowve any gueries.

Holden. Go better.

Call (08) 8272 1600
www.claridgeholden.com.au

Same Excellent Service

1505 Mialinl Seuth Read
DARLINGT®N

82965000

www.0ozcaravans@iinet.net.au

infosdarideshokh
363 Uné=y Rd, Makhrem 54 5061 {Comer of Uniey & Cross Roads)
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for the clinically necessary treatment

Entitlied Depariment of Vieterans® Affairs (DVA) clients
may be referred for clinlcally necessary Exerclse
Physlology treatment by their General

Practitioner on a valid D904 refemral form.

Gold Card Holders are enttied
to clinically necessary treatment

cowredby DVASheaihcare S

arrangements for all health conditions.

White Card Holders are entitied to clinically necessary treatment
for an accepted disabllity le: an Injury or disease accepted by DVA as caused by war.

Start today and experience the benefits...

v Increase mobility and balance " Reduce and manage age related illness
v Assist with the management of chronic health conditions, back pain,
cardiovascular disease, arthritis, diabetes and more.

v Exercise Physiology, Occupational Therapy, Dietetic & Physiotherapy services available.
v Operating out of Gym & Aquatic facilities, also with the option of home visits.

VETS SUPPORTING VETS
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AEP s mas

Health Group physiclogy  [Sal SEIVICES

health fitness
aavice support

AEP aveid the busy public commercial gymnasium
settings and opercte from stand-alone private
clinics, purpose built for the delivery of professional
health care services. The clinics offer clients o
comfortable non-threctening and supportive
ervironment to improve their heatth,

AEP specidlise in the delivery of exarcise, dietitian
and physical activity sevices for the freatment and
management of chronic disease and injury.

AEP support clients with conditions such as:
4 Cardiovascular disease
4 Diabetes
4 Osteoporosis
4 P1SD
4 Depression
4 Cancer
4 Obesity
A Arihritis
4 lung disease

Clinic Locations
4 Noarlunga 70 Dyson Road
4 Ridgehaven 1017 Norh East Read
4 St Marys 1187 South Road
4 Woodwille Park 693 Port Road

felephone 08 8244 0450 fax 08 8244 0451
web aep.net.au email info@aep.net.au

VETS SUPPORTING VETS

15



SNAFU

T Glenelg e g
Phil & Jo Rogers

Staying? Selling? Investing? Renting?

Proudly servicing VVF SA members and families for many years
We have all your real-estate needs covered and would be honoured to assist you!
Call us today
Phil 0412 822 997
Jo 0402 422 584

kFrequent tflyer

RLA 182 909

L) Hooker ljhooker.com.au

VETS SUPPORTING VETS 16
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INTRODUCTION TO MYTHS & LEGENDS

Dr Brian O’Toole from Sydney University’s Brain & Mind Research Institute is an epidemiologist with a
long interest in the health of Vietnam veterans and the health consequences of war service. He has worked
on the Australian ‘agent orange’ scientific studies, was a member for 18 years of the National Advisory
Council to the Minister for Vets affairs on the Veterans & Veterans Families Counselling Service, and
conducted the first cohort health study of any returned service group in Australia, the Vietnam Veterans
Health Study.

Vietnam tracker dogs by Bryan Campbell

He has conducted this longitudinal study over two waves of assessments, 14 years apart, of a random
sample of Vietnam veterans, making the study unique in Australia and one of only a few such studies
worldwide. He has also conducted a companion study of veterans’ wives, and is currently conducting a
study of veterans’ sons and daughters. He is one of the few people in Australia with an expert knowledge
of the long term effects of war service on veterans and their families. In this article he addresses some of
the myths and legends that abound about Vietnam veterans.

“Research can only report what is found; I can’t make it up and can only report what I’'m told by the
diggers and the data that they give me. But there is some false knowledge out there which frequently
prevails and pervades, such as claims of “20,000 veterans commit suicide” which are clearly nonsense and
call into question the motives of the perpetrator, be it the editor or the journalist.

What I’d like to do today is to address some of the more common myths and legends that surround
Vietnam veterans and let you know what my research is showing. Here are 10 myths that I have
encountered over the years that I would like to shed some light on, using the data from my research
studies.

“Reprinted with the kind permission of
Dr Brian O’Toole
Director
Vietnam Veterans Family Health Study”

VETS SUPPORTING VETS 17
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1. “IT WAS SAFER IN VIETNAM THAN
IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE NASHOS”

Only 1-in-16 young men who were called up actually got enlisted in the Army. From the 63,745 National
Service Men (NSM) who were enlisted in the eligible time period, 19,450 were sent to Vietnam. That’s
30.5%, less than a third. So even if you were called up, there was actually only a 1.9% chance that you
would be sent to Vietnam.

During the conflict there were 215 deaths of NSM in Vietnam; the mortality rate of NSM veterans
in Vietnam was about 1.1%, very similar to the Regular mortality rate and very similar to the overall
American mortality rate. Australia’s contribution was exactly proportional. But during the war years there
were 188 deaths of NSM in Australia, where most of the deaths occurred on the roads. This is a mortality
rate of les than 0.3%.

So the relative risk of death, if you were a Nasho and were sent to Vietnam, was 4 times higher than the
risk if you were a Nasho who stayed at home. So it wasn’t safer inVietnam at all, and there was no-one
actually trying to kill you in Australia.

2. “ONLY THE ONES DUMB ENOUGH NOT TO GET
OUT OF IT WERE SENT”

The Army had a screening Psych test administered on enlistment called the AGC that basically measured
intelligence. It was scaled, or “normed” on a general Regular population to have an average of 10.5 on a
scale of 1-20. Several Army Officers have told me they “lifted the whole standard of the Army”. Indeed,
the average AGC score of the Nasho veterans was 13.5, much higher than the background Regular Army
population of 10.5.

But, when compared with the Nasho veterans, the Regulars were not different; this means that the Regs
who went to Vietnam were significantly brighter than the ones who stayed at home. Australia sent its best,
fittest and brightest of both Regulars and Nasho’s to Vietnam and it’s more likely that the dumb ones
stayed home.

This article will be continued in future issues
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NAVAL SHIPS COLLIDE:
VOYAGERS SUNK

The Melbourne/Voyager Collision: The Untold Story by keery stephen

On 10th Febeuary 1964 the Search and Rescue [SAR) crews arrived ot the Mosine Section ot the usuel fime, 0750, 1o hove their coffee
ond prepare for another day’s work. Twenty four bowss loter two of those crews hod soved the lives of seventy men from HMAS
Voyager. Their experiences that mght have never been publicly documented.

This /s the story of Air Nymph, one of the boals invalved in the rescue ogeroticns that foteful night

The Marine Sechion, HMAS Creswell was a rather unique organisation, because although it was located in, and administered by,
Creswell, It was under the operational contral of the Naval Alr Staton HMAS Albotrass. As sudh, It warked the same hours 3¢ Albolrass,
When llying operstions were being carried cut in the Jervis Bay area by Albolress or HMAS Melbourne, it remained operationally
ready until Albatross reported that fixed wing air operations had ceased for the day. Only then would the duty SAR crew stand down
until the followeng day. Thes meant that, during squadron workup peneds prior to embarkation in Melbourne, or during maor navad
oxorcises, the duty crew ware oftan on duty In the Maring Section from 0600, unt¥ approxenately midnight

A ‘hot kne’, which was directly connected to the Air Traffic Control tower (ATC) in Albatross, was located in the Manine Section
Officers’ office. This 'hot line” was tested at 0900 every moming between the two s1ations 10 ensure that Instant communications were
avatiable between the ATC and the Marine Section. Alongside the ‘hot line' was an Emergency bufton When pushed it activated an Air
Raid siren whith sounded throughout the whole of Creswed 10 recall off duty SAR trew membars and aiso warn Creswed staff of an
emargency taking place. It was an operaticnal requirement that the duty SAR crew left within 10 minutes of ary emergency being
sounded

Although the Marine Section operated four SARS, the complement Jltowed for three crews to man the Boats s one SAR was wsually
undergoing refit in Garden ldand Dackyard: Three of the vessels, Air Nymph, Air Foith and Aie Chief were all wooden hulled American
built ex World War Il 3ir 503 rescue traft. The fourth, Air Sprite, was duwilt to the same design, in the 19505, by Halvorsen's Shipyard
They were powered by two Hall Scott Defender 630 HP VI2 engines, with twa fusl tanks hoiding 1200 gaBons of super petrol, and
during World War Il operatec at 33,5 knots. However, because of thew high fuel consumption they wese governed down to a
maomum speed of 28 knots, A searchlight was fitted outboard each side of the bridge for communécations or search purposes.
Although only two officers were borne in the Mardine Section complement, Sub Ueutenant Tony Vodic and mysell, «ach crew conssted
of an officer {Ueutenant/Sub Lieutenant} in comanand, 2 seaman Petty Officer, 8 radio operater, a Leading Seaman (LS)/Able Seaman
(AB} electrical sailor, three AB Seamen branch, an LME {leading mechamical 2ngineer), and two MEs (MTPs),

On 10th February 1964 only two SARs were based in Creswel, Air Sprite and Alr Nymph. Bath Alr Chief and Als Faith were undergoing
maintenance o refitin Garden iskand Dockyard. The two boats were taken out 1or their usual Mmorming cun in Jenvis Bay to ensyre that
they were fuity operational it was likefy to be a busy day. Melbourne was carrying out flying operations with Voyoger, the consort and
redcue desteoyer. Three minesweepers (MOCMVYs) were also due In Jervis Bay to ¢carry out mine countermeasure (MCM) exeroses,

The two SARs returned to the Marine Section wharf where they were refusled, and the ¢rews then ¢arried on with their normal ship
husbandry and maintenance routines A 1600 the standby crews departed at the end of the day's work, leaving the duty crew led by
Petty Officer Ron Budd In the Marine Section. Alr Nymph was the duty boat and | was the Duty Officer for that night. The routine was
as normal, the duty crew having dinner In the Marine Section galley while they wanted for the cessation of Rying cperatians.

11 was anncipated it would be a quitt night so everyone relaxed in the mess facilitias, About 2000 That evening nolse was heard in the
vicinity of the Creswell swimming podd on the waterfront, Several of the duty crew went out to the Marine Section wharf to see what
was going on It tumed out to be an initiation ceremaony for new entry Cadet Midshipmen o they returned to the mess, advising me
accardingly,

Sunawony ar MALAS o WITA 200 Coew frome MARAS Methoorne
The “hot line’ soyoper svagle

But it was not 1o be 3 gueet mght! At 2057 the ‘hot line' suddenly rang.
Limmediately answered the phone to hear the Abatross duty ATC officer
say ‘Melbourne and Voyoger have colided m a position 20 mies from
Point Perpendicular, on 2 bearing of 120 degrees, scrambée the SARs",

I instantly it the Emergency button, sounding the siren, and rushed
downstars to the orew mess where | told the duty crew that Melbourne
and Voyoager had colided and to prepare the duty boat, Air Nymph, 1o get
underway immediately The crew quickly responded, boarded the boat,
started the engmes and made preparations to $ad. Fortunately, a Surgeon =
Lisutenant wis in the vicnily of the Marine Section at that fime, so |
requested he board Alr Nymph to pravide medical assstance If required. &

VVEQId Branch “Incoming”, September, 2015, Page 16

VETS SUPPORTING VETS

19



SNAFU

I took command of A Nymiph and departed the Marine Section wharf within two minutes of the alarm being sounded. Air Nymph
headed to the posinan geven for the collision, at madmum speed of 28 knots. The conditions wers favourable for high speed as the wind
was about Force L and there was 2 low swell of less than 1 metre. The crew prépaced for the sstuation ahead, but as "o other detzils had
been provided about the collizan, it was assumed that Melbaurne and Voyoger had side-seiped each other and that Air Nymph would be
recalled In due course.

Shortly after the boat was underway the an-board Radko Opearator, RO Les Thurgood, was directed to contact Melboume by w)'t to adwse
that Air Nymph was underway, with a Medical Othcer on board, and ETA at the coflision site was expected to be ot about 2200

RO Thurgood fater advised that he was unable to contact Melbourne because of the known communstation atmaspheric prodlems in the
Jervis Bay area

However, he was able to contact HMAS Farromarto who waould relay the message onto Melbowne, it was later reparted that Parromartto
was actuay in the Sunda Strait area, on deployment to the Fas East, but this was never confirmed

The damage to HMAS Meibourne was extensive

Similar vessel to Air Nymph

The second SAR, Air Sprite, was undeér the command of SELT Tony Vodic and manned by the off duty standby crew 1t 1eft the Narine
Sectian, heading to the collision ste about 10 minutes arer Air Nymph

Shortly after Air Nymph ‘eft fervis 8ay on 3 course of 120 degrees, 3 merchant ship was sighted on the Port bow at a range of abeout 10
miles, heading south, It was readily apparent thal both sheps wers on a collision course, so the ship was called by Aldis light to establish
IS idendly. No respanse was ever racesved fzam the bridge of the merchant ship despele the range closing ragidly and the ship's bridge
being continuslly Razhed. The searchiight was then used but stiil to no awail. Notwithstanding that Air Nymp#h had right of way, when
both wessels were about 1000 metres apart courss was altered 10 pass closs ssteen of the rerchant ship 44 | seriously doubited that the
merchant ship would #ter course for a small vessel The searchiight was shoae on the merchant ship as Air Nymph went around the
stern, and the ship’s name was seen 10 be Saralge

it was of nate that at the subsequent Royal Commission mto the collision, the Master of the Boforga clamed he was never contacted to
assist in the rescue and felt he coudd have been of assistance. He claimed that the only shig he had seen that aight was a destroyer
heading out from Jervis Bay which had passed about one mile astern of him Thes was obwioushy Alr Nymph !

The course out to the collision site was =asly identified because af the number of helicopters fymng sverhead to assst in the rescue
operations. At approximately 2155 a large number of kghts were seen In the water ahead, They could not be readily identfied as to what
they were, 50 Air Nymiph reduced speed to about 4 knots. When the searchiight was shane on the fights, we could see that they were
fram sadiors in the water, some wearing Ffefackets and from seversl e rafts. Ahead of Air Nymph 3 helicopter, with 2 searchiight
underneath it, flew over the stern of the Vopoger

1 then becamne apparent that 3 major catastrophe had occurred. Only the stern remained visible, with the after funnel on the waterline,
and hoth propeliers above the water, There was no sign of the Torward section of the Voyeger and 1 incorrectly assumed that it was
underwater. | had not realised that Voyoger had been cut in two, At this time | had not seen Meltbourae as It was stopped, some 500
metres away from the stern of Voyoger and where the survivors were i the water

Many of the sallors swimming in the water were not wearing life jackets. Others wearing hfe jackets, could be seen dose abead of Air
Nymoh. Mary of them could ohviousty see us 25 we approadied and calls were heard froem groups of those in the wates saying ‘over here,
over here'. Air Nymph proceeded to the nearest g7oup of sailors n the water, and trew members then hau'ed them inboard over the port
quarter, where the port engine had been stopped far safety reasons

Several were injured, cowsred in ol and obwtously In shock when they were recoversd, but they were extremely grateful to be in SAR Air
Nymph maved from greup to group and to indevduals, recovening them over the poet sde. Duning this time it was reported to me that an
Air Nymph crew member jumped into the water ta assist some sailors without life jackets who were in difficuities, but fwas unabie to
estabizsh the sdentity of the person concerned
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Unidentified body

Al one stage a5 sunivers were being pulied up over the poct side, | saw the booy of an officer about 25 metres away on the starboard
side, with fus head underwater. [t was not possible to recover this body whitst survivors were being Efted inboard, but as soon a5 thay
were all inboard the boat was turaed 10 starboard and a search was made for the body, but without success. It was not knawn who the
officer was, as the rank on his shoulder boards was not visible

Flashing lights

By this ome Alr Nymoh was about 50 metres from the stern of Voyager Lights could be seen flashing on the stern section in the gentle
swell and | decided 1o go dongside the stern 1o tarry out 3 search for anyone 5t on board. However, a Chief Orénante Artificer from
the Voypoger, who had been recowered from the water, said be was the iast 10 Jeave the stern section and assured me there was no-one
efse on board. He said the flashing ights were from the emergency lanterns which were stll on, and the gentle swell made it 2ppear as #
they were being moved. At the same time huge bubbles of air were breaking on the surface by the funnel 3nd It was fedred that the
botiers were in danger of exploding. in view of the information given by the Chief OA, | considered that to put A Mymph aslongside the
stern section of Voyoger would have unnecessarlly endangered the ‘tves of both the recavered Voyager survivers and the crew of Air
Nymph, If the boslers were to explode, or the stern suddenty sank. | therefore refuctantly decided that it was a higher driority 1o recover
other survivors who could be seen in n2arkyy ke rafts and who would also be at risk if the stern of Voynger sank

When 47 Nymph came slongside one Iife raft, we saw it contained 3 critically injured Petty Officer. Two of the crew of Air Nymph
jumped :nto the life raft and were passed a stretcher to ¥ft the Petty Officer into the SAR  This was extramely dificult s he had s
aushed chest and severely lacerated head and his chest injuries made it impossidle to secure fum into the stretcher, With the
movement of the kfe raft in the swell, transfersing him into 4ir Nymph was fraught with danger as he could slip off the stretcher into the
sea. Fortunately he was successfully Hfted on Doerd, #'though it was considered extremedy unfikely that he would survve his shocking
inguries. Voyager survivors were taken out from several othet fife rafts and it was noted that some of the rafts were only partially
inflated. It was not known whether this was a result of damage or failure to properly inflate, Mary of the survvors were suffering shock,
severe lacerations and broken limbs and required medical treatment by the Surgeon Lisutenant. Most were covered in oil from their
IMMErsion in water and traumatised from the collision.

Helicopter search

A nearty helicopter was seen shining its searchiight into the water below, but nothing could be seen because of the spray thrown up. So
Air Nymph, with Petty Officer Budd on the bow, made her way into the spray under the searchlight, searching for anyone in the water
below the helicopter Unfortunately nothing could be seen and shoetly sfterwards the halicopter switched off its light and moved away.
By this Tene, 35 over 20 survivors were crowded on board Av Nymph, and na others could be seen inthe water, | decided to go Aongside
Mefbourne, which was still about 500 metres away, #nd tansfer them. We proceeded to the starboasd side of Meourne, where 3 Cargo
net had been put over the side 1o alfow survivors to dimb to the deck. This was again fraught with danger as the low swell caused Air
Nymiph to rise up under the fight deck sponsans, bending the main whip aerial like a bow and snapping off one of the radio aerials on the
top of the mast, Since many of the rescued survivors were injured and traumatised, and in no corditon to cimb up a cargo net, | advised
Meibourne that it was too risky to disembark them. Instead | would proceed at mammum speed back 1o Creswell to disembark them
there, and then return 10 the cofision scene. This was agreed and we cast off and iImmediately headed for Creswel.

On the passage to Jorws Bay a1 28 knots Air Nymph passed the three MCMVs that nad been at anchor as they heades out 1o the ares of
the colision. Lommunications were established with the Marine Section Wireless office ant & message was passed to Creswed! adwising
that Air Nymph was returning to the Marine Section with survivers from the Voyoger on board, ETA at approxmately 0025. | also
requested that medical personnel, ambulances and transport be available on the wharf when we berthed. At this stage Creswel was not
sware of the situation at sea.

During the passage to lervis Bay, the Ordnance Engincet from Vayoger, Licutenant Ches Nisbet, came up to the bridge. | adwised ham that
Air Nymph was proceeting at full speed 1o Creswell to offload the servivors 35 it was oo dangercus 1o transfer them 1o Melbourne. It was
then that he told me he had been in the Wardroom with mast of the off duty officers when the coilizon occurred. He sad that when the
Mebourne it the Voyoger, the whole of the forward section rolled upside down and he heard the two 4.5 gun turrets fall out from thelr
meuntings, which then allowed the forward section to roll upright again. When it did that, the Wardroom bulkhead split open and he was
sucked out the side inta the sea, njuring ks hand and arm as he went Through the ship's side. He was one of only two who escaped from
the wardroom, the other being LCOR Peter Coombs

Transfer of survivors

Adr Nymph arrived at the Macine Section wharl st approvimately 0030 and it was pleasing 10 see the ambulances, Iransport and personnel
WRITING as requested. It was a great shock for the personnel ashore to see all the Voyoger sundvors sithing or lying on the upper deck of
the boat. However, they very efficiently 2ssisted the surduors ashore, treating those who were injured or in shock, befare transferring
them 1o the Creswelf facibies. 1t was ascertained at that time that there were 34 sailors recoverad from the wateér and landed at

Creswell

I then went into the Marine Section bullding where | found the Captain of the RAN Callege, Captain Datre Smyth. on the phone ta Beet
Headquarters in Sydney. it was apparent at that time that Fleet Headguarters was ot aware of the seriausness of the collision. | was adle
1o confirm that only the stern of Voyoger rernained sbove water and there were likely to be many casuaities Shartly afterwards, the
second SAR, Ax Sprite arrived back at the Manne Section with another 36 survivors on board, making a 1otal of 70 rescued by the two
SARS,
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Further search

Ar 0045, as soon 35 all survivors had been landed and the boat refuelled, Air Nymph with the duly trew saded again 10 return to the
coflision srea to contimue the seacch 1t 1oak aporoximately an howr and a half 1o reach the area where debeis was located and the
search continued again throughout the remainder of the night. A loud haller was used to call out 1o dny person who couid hear it and
the searchlights were used to spotiight the areas where debris wat clearty visible. A splash target and 3 stretcher were recovered from
the water, but there was no sgn of any further survvors

Twa ingidents of note accurred during the search that night, The first was when 3 sunken life raft Soating just below the surface was
caught in the port propefler. One of the AB seamen volunteered to jump overboard with a knife and cot the fe raft free. This action
took about 20 minutes in the prtch dack, but was successful aflowing the search to continue. The second was about 30 minutes ater
when 3 massive subble susdenly broke on the surfate about 50 meires ahead of A Nymph. The searchiights were trained on the spol
and It was ascertained that the wooden whaler or motor cutter fram Yoyoger had apparently broken free o the davits, and the
Buoyancy tanks had allowed it to broach on the surface. It was assumed that the remains of the hull of Voyoger were somewhere
velow where the search was being conducied St that tme.

At 0815 on 11 February, having searched all night and the Kret tew hours of daviight. | decided that . was unlikely any futher
survivors or bodies would be found from the Voyoger. Visibity was good for the search, although the sweil had risen slightly, ol debwis
n the area had been thoroughly checked and nothing further caudd be seen in the surrounding sea. Creswel! was sdwised that we were
returning Lo Jervis 82y and A Nymph then adjustad course to return 1o the Marine Section,

Air Nymph acrived at the Marine Ssction at about 1030 on Tuesday 11 Febevary and, a5 it rcounded the breakwater heading to the
wharf, many tivilians were seen running to the Marine Section when they saw the boat approaching. It was realised these personnel
were press repocters and photographers who were clamouring for details of what had happened it was otwious that several of the
phatographers were more intevestad in the dried bload siains on the deck and cabin superstructure, where injured sailors badbeen
lying the previous night, as they were keen o0 photographing the stark reminders of the previows night’s actmities.

The Acting Executive Officer of Creswell, Commander 1an Richards, kept all the press and photegraphess ot bay untit! had a thance 1o
Tedl him we had not recovered any further survvocs or bodies | was then bombarded with questions by the press until it was cbvious |
had nothing new for therm, It was interesting that one newspaper report descrived me as ‘blearpeyed and covered in salt spray’,
which was not surprisng a5 we had been 2t 523 withaout any rest since 2100 the previous night. Shoetly afterwards Air Sprite also
retumed slongside the Manine Section wharl, but they 100 had not recovered any more survivors or bodies.

The debess we had recovered from the sea was removed fram Air Nymph, which was then refuelied and sailed ance more to the search
area, this time uncler the command of Lieutenant Eric Mentz and 5 crew comprising personrel fram Creswell ship’s company. They
returned Iater that evening, again without locating any more susvivors,

The trew from Air Npmph performed magnificertly theoughout that night and the following morring. undertaking roles that none
could have envisaged when they jained the Navy. They did everything they could 10 rescue these surviveds in the water and Iodk after
thesn when they were safely in the boat. They saw many horrific things but did what they had 10 do, without guestion ar hesitation
They all showed inittative under extremely traumatic conditions and performed the'r duties above and beyand what would have been
eapected of safices of ther age and exgerience. It cbviously concerned them tater when they heard that 82 sailors had lost e fves
that night and, in the following days, mary of them came to see me and asked if there was anything more that they could have done,
and whether we missed peopie in the water. When it became obwvicus that nearly all those missing were from the forward part of
Voyager, it perhaps eased their concems

A report was submitted to the authorities detailing the events that occurred that night but nothing was ever heard back from Navy
Office. It was disappointing that no acknowledgement, pratse or thanks was ever received for what the SAR crews did that night during
the rescue operations; nor was the excepronal servdce the crew rendeced under the most traumatic conditons recognised, It seemed
that as far the Navy was concerned it was 8 PR disaster and they wanted closure 3s so0n 35 possible.

Recognition

THe only form of recognition recened was much later when Al Nymph and the crew
were 3t Garden Island dockyard and Mr Justice Specee, wha was conducting the Royal
Commission into the colitsion, requested to see A Nymph as part of the inguiry into the
rescue operations. After his visit he told the crew that, in his opinion, there would have
Been a greater loss of lite had the SARs not been out there that night.

There are three footnotes to this account. it &5 of interest that to the best of my
knowledge, not one single sailor from the two SAR crews has ever lodged a claim for
compensation for what he saw or had to do that night, yet they were in the thick of the
rascue operations ungder the most traumatic conditions. To them it was a job that had to
be done, na matter how difficudt or horrendous it was for them. Afterwards they carnied
on with their careers in the Nawvy.

The seriously injured Petty Officer who was rescued from the life raft asctually

recovered from hes horrendous mjuries, and coatinued to serve in the RAN. There is no
doubt that had he not been taken ashore where he received specialist treatment, itis
highly likely be would not have survived, | have since been in contact with him but he
recals little of that fateful night.
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Memory “a blur’

| also recenty established contact with a further two sdtlors who were rescued by Air Nyrmah, Petty Cfficer Sick Bay Attendant (POSBA]
Tug Wilson and Leading Seaman Photographer (L5Phot) Rick Reynalds. it was of Intecest that both of ther satd their most vied
memory of the rescue effort was Air Nymph going alongsde Meboume and the radio aerial on top of the trigod mast being snapped
off by the sparson. To them the rest of the rescue operatian was a blur, apart froen the fact they remembered their life raft was ordy
partiatly mfiated. They were very refieved when the decision was made to g0 back to Creswell; particularty for POSBA Tug® Wilson who
had a broken shoulder and said there was no way he could have climbed up the cargo net

Rick Reynodds joned Voyoper on & February, four days beface the collisson | We finally mes for lunch in October 2008 2nd were able to
discuss and compare our expersences that night He told me that he was in the ship's cafeteria playing bridge 10 minutes before the
cotlision. AL that tme he decided 10 go back 1o his bunk in the after mess deck accommodation as it was piped that they weregoing to
play ‘tombola’ in the caleteria. Had he not done so, there is no doubit he would not be among the suewwors

After the collision he made his way cut to the spper deck of Voyoge s stem, but pror to departing the ship checked the atter section
with another sallor, Chief Petty Officer Cameron, to ensure there was noonc left theee. He assured me at cur funch that there was
no-ane else lefl on board the stern sectian, which finally put to rest my long held concermn that | shaudd in fact bave gone alongside the
stern 1o chedk for sunivors,

it is hoped by both of us that, sometime in the future, it might be possible for the crew members of Ar Nymph (0 get together with
those survivors of Vopoager they picked up, for a belated reunion

it has taken some 44 years for me to write the story of the part that A Nymph played in the Melbourne Moyoger tragedy, and only

2Rer much persuasion by farmer naval collcagues. My only regret nowadays &5 that the passage of Ume has not stlowed me 10

remember the names of all the crew members of Air Nymph that night 5o that they could receive the public rezognition that they truly

deserve. It is my hope that if thase who are st alive read this article, they can be asuced thal the exceptiondl manner n which they ad
performed their duties will never be forgotten.

Note: At the request of D 0 McNicoll of The Austration the following line should be
mserted at the end of the story in 3any magazne that publiishes this articke: "An edited
version of this ormicke oppegred in The Australan on Wednesday 11 Februory 2009."

Disaster in the Words of Sailors

“The forwoed section of the ship split ond turned turthe” - Lisutenant CJ, Nisbet (Voyager)

“t wos under woter - and then | saw the stars ¥ - Livutenant ~Cormmander P W. Coambs
(Cheef Enginecr, Voyager).
“Without the heticopters few bves would hove been saved ™ - Sub-Lieutenant A D Vodic
(Search ~Rescue boat).
“We were ugside down and under the woter in 10 minutes.” Petty Officer Norrman
& Swirnerton (Voyager).
— The followng comment Kerry Stephen told the reporters that the stern of Voyager was

/ v aficat A female reporter asked what was 3 “stern’, and he said the rear end of the ship|

{

It was reported as bedow, much to his smbarrassment
“The reor of Voyoge: was stitl affoot but sinking slowly into the depths with her screws
in the gir.” - Leutenant Kerry Stephen (Commander. search and rescue boat)

Portrait of O1104 Lisutensat (Lt] Kerry (harles Stephen, MMAS 8ass.

Lt Stephen [oined the Royal Australian Navy Cotlege (RANC] In 1354, gracduating In December 1955, He served on many RAN ships,
including WMAS Tobruk during the Malayan Emergency and HMAS Parramatta in the Far Cast Strategic Reserve (FESR). During he career
he aiso commandad two ships, HMAS Bass and HMAS Parramatta. In June 1985, subseguent 1o complation of his posting as
Commanding Officer of the RAN shore establishment SMAS Waterhen, and Commander Austr#ian Mine warfare and Patrol Boat Forces
(COMAUSMINPAB) from 1982 to 1984, Commander (Undr) Stephen was appointed 3 Member of the Grder of Australba [AM].

Cendr Staphen resigned s commission in 1985 after 32 years sendce in the RAN.

In 1964 L1 Stephen was in command of the Search and Rescue (SAR] boat HMAS Air Nymph (Y257) o the night HMAS Voyage: was sunk
in 3 collizon with HMAS Melbourne off Jervis 83y, The collision claimed the kwes of B2 crew members of the Voyager The Air Nymph
hisd been the first of two SARS to serive ol the scene of the collision and pick up survivors from the water snd fram life refts. On its first
search Air Nymph rescued 34 sunvivors, taking them to the shore estabilishment, HMAS Creswell On the Air Nymph's second search of
the collision area no more survivors were found HMAS Air Sprite, the other SAR opevating that night, rescued 36 men,
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SOCIAL GROUPS

Social groups of the
Vietnam Veterans Federation

South Australia Inc.

Embroidery and Sewing Group
Quilting Group

Gem Vets

VCC&ORG

Lead Light'Glass Fusion

Monday 10.00am - 3.00pm

Toesday 10.0Mam- 3.00pm

2nd and 4th Tuesday every month 10.00am - 3.00pm
Monday after the YVVF BB(Q 10 am

Wednesday 1.00pm - 3.00pm

WACAS (We All Care and Support) Social outings for partners - contact Wendy
0400 570016

Federation monthly BBQ)

2nd Friday of each month/cost $8.00 begins at
11.30am

OR, RING THE VVFF OFFICE DURING QFFICE HOURS FOR CONTACT INFORMATION

VORG REPORT

Items of interest from our last VORG meeting
held after the BBQ 8th April.

The few points that were discussed were, Snowy
Chester took Moose Dunlop to Alawoona
recently , and he loved it . So the Soldier on
group will be looking to use the site soon , we
just have to work out a form of booking the site
and fees etc.

At the last meeting we talked about a fridge for
the camp kitchen, I came back with a price of
$3200 approx plus freight. Bob Ellis needs 3
prices. This is for a fridge that runs on gas about
the size of your fridge at home . Grant Ottewill
has come up with a fridge and batteries and solar
panels running thru an Inverter, sounds a bit
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complicated but it works and no gas a bit cheaper
at $3000 approx , we shall discuss this at the next
meeting. Bob Ellis will be looking into a grant for
one of these fridges.

We are still getting numbers for the trip to
Ceduna in Sept/ Oct so make sure you are booked
in for that.

Not sure what is happening in May for our
meeting [ will keep you posted.

Cheers,

Phil
VORG Coordinator
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- your 1* project.

We have been working in harmony on various projects of which some are coming to an
end. As a small group we invite interested people, or friends of members to come and
join us in our endeavours to produce scintillating works of glass art. These include glass
foil clock making, fusion clocks, mosaic clocks and jewellery pieces, even a Noughts
and Crosses board has come out of the kiln. Leadlight windows are in the planning stage
and require innovative design and suggestions from interested parties.

Please contact the Office on 8296 2411 if anyone is interested in joining our group. We
meet on Wednesday afternoons from Ipm to 3pm and we can supply tools and glass for
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WACAS ~

WEDNESDAY 22" JUNE

CASINO LUNCH ~

Meet10.30am at the Shrine Nth Terrace ~ walk
along the Anzac Centenary Memorial Walk then
to the Casino for lunch 12.00 noon ~ LADIES
ONLY

TUESDAY 16" AUGUST

BAROSSA VALLEY BUS TRIP ~
SIGHTSEEING AND LUNCH - 9.00am to
5.00pm ~ LADIES ONLY

FRIDAY 19" AUGUST

GAWLER TO GOOLWA BUS TRIP TO HAVE
LUNCH WITH THE SOUTH COAST VETS ~
9.00am to 5.00pm ~ COMBINED

MONDAY 24" OCTOBER

BLOKES BUS TRIP ~ DESTINATION AND
ACTIVITY TO BE ADVISED - 9.00am to
5.00pm

VETS SUPPORTING VETS

COMING EVENTS

TUESDAY 25" OCTOBER
JESTERS MURRAY RIVER CRUISE AND
LUNCH - BUS FROM VVF ~ LADIES ONLY

SATURDAY 6™ NOVEMBER

KANGAROO ISLAND BUS TRIP AND
FERRY TO MARKETS, LUNCH, AND VISIT
TO CAPE WILLOUBY LIGHTHOUSE ~
COMBINED

WEDNESDAY 14™ DECEMBER
WACAS CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT
GOODWOOD HOTEL ~ LADIES ONLY
ALL BUS TRIPS REQUIRE A $10 FEE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
FAY 0418 839490 or MARG 0402 844954
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STONE COLD:
BOOK REVIEW
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he extraordinary true
story of lﬂl UP|E

Restnor. > Register here
Join the MEHN
Community

& NewUsers MeHN Community (Forum)

S ) Talla N CU | f{".

* Department of Health and Ageing

Funded by Australian Government Department of Health & Ageing Active Community Grant
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From the jungles of New Guinea to
the CIA's black ops program in Vi-
etnam, this is the extraordinary life
of one of Australia's fiercest soldiers.

Through three wars across 30 years,
Len Opie carved a reputation as one of
the country's greatest infantrymen. A
cold-eyed killer who drank nothing
stronger than weak tea, he fought with
his bare hands, a sharpened shovel and
piano wire. He was a larrikin who went
by the book, unless the book was
wrong. He set his own bar high and ex-
pected others to do the same.

Stone Cold is the extraordinary story of
one of Australia's most fearless fight-
ers. It takes us into the jungles of New
Guinea and Borneo and some of the
fiercest battles of World War II. It goes
to the cold heart of Korea, where Len
emerged from the ranks to excel in the
epic Battle of Kapyong and play a key
role at the Battle of Maryang San. And
it drops us into the centre of the Ameri-
can counterinsurgency war in Vietnam
with Len's involvement in the CIA's
shadowy black ops program, Phoenix.

Action-packed and surprising, Stone
Cold gives rich life to a warrior soldier
and one of Australia's greatest diggers.

http://www.booktopia.com.au/stone-
cold-andrew-faulkner/
d9781742373782.html
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ENEMY:
BOOK REVIEW

[ 1 X |
" s . Ruth Clare's father came back from the
r M‘T h 0 6 a/ r e/ Vietnam War a changed man: a violent,
: : controlling parent and a dominating,
aggressive husband. Through a child-
hood of being constantly on guard, with
no one to protect her but herself, Ruth
learned to be strong and fierce in the
face of fear.

After escaping her difficult upbringing,
Ruth went on to have a family of her
own. Facing the challenges of parenting
brought her past back to life, and she
lived in fear that she was doomed to
repeat her father's behaviour. Wanting
to understand the experiences that had
damaged her father, she met with other
veterans and began listening to their
stories, of war, conscription, returning
to civilian life. What Ruth uncovered
left her with a surprising empathy for
the man who caused her so much pain
and heartache.

Weaving a striking personal narrative
with a revelatory exploration of the ef-
fects of war, Enemy is a bold, compel-
ling and ultimately triumphant memoir
from a hugely impressive new Australi-
an writer.

http://www.booktopia.com.au/enemy-
ruth-clare/prod9780670079094.html

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service
A service founded by Vietnam veterans

%!.‘.!s' 1800 011 046
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JAR IS

$500 Deposit Voucher*
on New & Used Cars T
for VVF Members. SAVINGS

Now there's even more choice for VVF FOR WF
Members at Jarvis. Choose from the new MEMBERS

range of Ford, Toyota, Subaru, Suzuki, SKODA
or Isuzu Ute, or select from over 500 quality
used vehicles, all makes and models.

In addition to your VVF Member
discount and car wash vouchers
you'll receive:

Remember, every Jarvis vehicle comes
with the very special VVF Member $500
discount and three complimentary car
wash vouchers.

NEW VEHICLE FREE EXTRAS:
Y Free 5 year Jarvis Warranty
V Free 5 year RAA Road Service

Jarvis has been helping VVF Members for
many years and our staff are familiar with all
the necessary procedures to make your next
purchase a pleasant one. Bring your Driver's
Licence, Gold Card and current registration
papers and let us do the rest.

USED VEHICLE FREE EXTRAS:
V Free 3 Year Jarvis Warranty

V Free 3 Year RAA Road Service

*Not available with any other offer or promotion and must
be presented at time of purchase.

190 Portrush Road, Norwood

1278 South Road, Clovelly Park

&> | JARYis FORD | JarvisToyota| €D & | s
Caritey TOYOTA Confidence in Motion
130013 77 55 1300 13 77 66 13001377 33
ask for Greg Pett ask for Gary Waters ask for Ryan Flavel

190 West Terrace, Adelaide

JARYIS € suzuKi | JaRrvis | ISU2U JARYIS @
13001377 75 130013 77 09 1300137710
ask for Anthony Male ask for Anthony Male ask for Anthony Male

jarviscars.com.au
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