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Printed by Cove Print—182 Brighton Rd, Somerton Park, phone 08  8376  6676 

DISCLAIMER:   The material contained in this publication is in the nature of general comment only, and neither purports nor 

is intend to be advice on a particular matter.   Readers should not act or rely on any information contained in, or implied by 

this magazine without taking appropriate professional advice relating specifically to their circumstances.   The publishers and 

authors expressly disclaim all and any liability to any person, whether Federation member or not, who acts or fails to act as a 

consequence  of reliance upon whole or any part of this publication.   Views, opinions or claims expressed in any article, 

editorial, letter or advertisement are not necessarily the views held by the Executive and/or the Committee of the Vietnam 

Veterans Federation South Australian Branch Inc., nor are they necessarily the views or opinions of the Editor of SNAFU.  
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ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION 

OFFICE HOURS  

1000h—1500h MONDAY to THURSDAY  

Phone: 08 8296 2411 

Fax:  08 8296 2500 

Web:  www.vvfsa.org.au 

Email: vvfsa@tpg.com.au 

Address: 71A Addison Road 

  Warradale SA 5046 
 
Executive Committee 
Acting President:  Mal Thiele JP 

Acting Vice President: Bob Ellis OAM 

Secretary:   George Craig 

Treasurer:   Robin Carbins 
 
Committee Members 

Doc Ballantyne  Phil Lambert   

Kim Brumfield JP Chris Norman  

Butch Daly   Dee O’Brien 

Bill Denny AM BM Evelyn Pitt 

Fay Ellis   Peter Rogers  

    

Padre 

Malcolm Thomas OAM 

 

Pension Officers and Advocates 

John Gillman  PO/A/W/MRCA 

Jim Leslie   PO/W/MRCA 

Rick Wylie   PO/W 

Alan Hook   PO/W/MRCA/AAT  

    war widow 

Craig Mitchell  A 

 

Key-  

PO  = Pension Officer  (VEA) 

W  = Welfare 

A  = Advcocate 

MRCA =  Military Rehab Compensation Act 

AAT = Administration Appeals Tribunal 

 

Broken Hill 

Des Kennedy (RSL)   PO: 0412 458 054 

 

Eyre Peninsula 

Port Lincoln RSL 

 

Yorke Peninsula 

Chris Soar (Bublacowie) W 

 

School Visits 

Bob Ellis OAM 

Peter Haran 

Ron List 

 

Welfare Officers/ Hospital Visits 

Dave Harding  (Gawler)  North 

Phil Lambert South and country 

 

Reception Officers 

Monday:  Brenton Myall 

Tuesday:  Ziggy Przedworski 

Wednesday: Phil Lambert, Mal Thiele JP 

Thursday:  Keith Tainsh, Karl Schwung 

 

Committee meetings 

Held on the Wednesday before the BBQ. 

BBQ: Second Fr iday of each month  

 

SNAFU Editor 

James Woite 

Email all correspondence to  

editorofsnafu@gmail.com  

 

Patron 

His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AO, Governor of South Australia  
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In the last SNAFU there was an insert to all members 
asking for written comments about two upcoming 
motions at the National Executive meeting held on 
31st March, 2016.  I received two responses which 
was very disappointing. 
 
These two motions were about a name change and a 
new definition of Ordinary Member for the 
Federation. After discussion and input from all States 
it was decided not to change the name but States were 
open to groups becoming known as Veterans Support 
Centres. The definition of “Ordinary Member” was 
discussed and is to remain as shown in the latest 
revision of the National Constitution on 26th May, 
2015.  
 
By now you will know that our President, John 
“Grumpy” Hough has stood down due to ill health.  
We all wish “Grumpy” a speedy recovery and look 
forward to seeing him around the Federation in the 
near future. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
“Grumpy” for all his hard work, wisdom and advice 
since I have been involved in the Committee.  He has 
had to work through some difficult situations and has 
handled them all in his own inimitable style with 
compassion and aplomb.  He has represented us very 
well at many meetings with other ESO’s, DVA, and 
Government both at the local and National level.  
How many of you realised that he was Vice President 
of our National body? 
 
“Grumpy” you have left a large hole to fill.  I am sure 
that I speak for all members when I wish you all the 
very best with your treatment and that we see you 
around the Federation sooner rather than later. 
 
Mal Thiele, Vice President 

We had a meeting on the 16th of March, but nobody 
came, except the regular volunteers. I was extremely 
disappointed at the lack of support from the 
membership to the Federation, but that is the way that 
it is. The end result is that we will have to seriously 
consider a rise to annual membership fees or an 
increase to the monthly barbeque fee, or both. Things 
are not getting any cheaper and we have to meet the 
rising costs of foodstuffs, goods and services, as well 
as necessary repairs and maintenance of furniture and 
equipment not covered by BEST Grants (which, with 
a change to the way BEST Grants are now assessed, 
the allocation of monies to South Australian ESO’s is 
much less than it has been previously). 
 
Upcoming events of importance are: 
 The 48th anniversary of the Battle for Coral/

Balmoral in May 
 The 21st anniversary of the formation of the 

VVFSA in July 
 The 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan 

(Vietnam Veterans Day) in August 
I am hopeful that all these events will be well attended 
by our members. 
 
To our band of volunteers, thanks to whom this 
Federation is in a fairly good state. Who are they, you 
might wonder? They are your Committee/Public 
Officer, Pension Officers and Advocates, Office 
Managers, fund raisers, Vets on Air radio anchors, 
outdoor barbeque workers, monthly barbeque and 
kitchen workers, Quiz Night organisers, raffle 
organisers and prize donators, bar persons and 
cleaners, ground maintenance, and can/bottle 
recyclers. This is all done by about 28 people, nearly 
always the same people, who have volunteered their 
time almost since the formation of the Federation 21 
years ago. They receive little acknowledgement or 
thanks, so I think that this is a very appropriate time to 
say: 
Thank you to all those who have, or still, volunteer for 
the Federation and its members, for the many jobs you 
undertake that are bloody well done. We do not show 
our appreciation enough, nor give you the thanks that 
you are so deserving of. I hope this goes some way to 
rectifying that. 
 
As some of you know, I am keeping the medical 
profession supported with yet another trip to the 
hospital for surgery. This again will be followed by a 
lengthy recovery period. This has forced me into 
much thought as to what I have to do in the future 
with the best interests of the Federation at the 
forefront. I have come to the conclusion that I have no 
option than to, with a great deal of regret, step down  
from the position of President of the Federation with 
effect from the 11th of April. Mal Thiele will become 
the Acting President until the 2017 Annual general   

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Meeting, when the position would normally become 
vacant. By doing this, it allows time for me to spend 
with Mal to offer him support and some guidance (if 
necessary) before I go, and I know that the Federation 
will be in very good hands. All I ask is that you 
extend the same support and goodwill to him as you 
did to me. 
 
It has been a privilege and a pleasure having served 
the Federation as President, and I thank the 
Committee for their support and guidance, as well as 
the members for their support. I step down with much 
reluctance, but I believe that I cannot be an effective 
and representative President with so many prolonged 
absences from the required duties of office. 
 
Grumpy 

FROM THE VP 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

VVF – AGM 

at the clubrooms 

11am 

18th September 2016  

 

Positions becoming vacant, 
NOMINATIONS CLOSE 8th August 2016 

VICE PRESIDENT (two years) 

SECRETARY (two year) 

10 COMMITTEE MEMBERS (one year) 

Other positions to be filled  

Fundraising (Outside BBQ) Co-ordinator 

Grants Officer 

WILL YOU VOLUNTEER TO HELP KEEP THE FEDERATION STRONG. 

It’s over to you, our members. 

 

 

Notices of Motion to be with the Secretary by the 8th August  
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ABC Far North  
By Kirsty Nancarrow, Kier Shorey and Tony Cattermole 
Posted Tue at 4:17pm 
 

 
 
PHOTO: The journey to bring the APC to far north Queensland will take three days. (ABC News: Tony Cat-
termole) 
RELATED STORY: Yarrabah RSL organises truck-driving relay to secure armoured vehicle 
MAP: Yarrabah 4871 

 

 

Australia's first Indigenous Returned Services League (RSL) Club will soon be able to honour one of 

its former soldiers with a piece of war history. 

During his two tours of Vietnam, Yarrabah resident and a founding member of the community's RSL, 

James Canuto, drove an M113-A1 Armoured Personnel Carrier (APC) as part of the Australian Army's 

commitment to the conflict. 

He reached the rank of Squadron Sergeant Major and led a troop of 200 soldiers, including entertainer 

Normie Rowe. 

Mr Canuto's APC was the second last one to leave Vietnam. 

About eight months ago, president of the fledgling Yarrabah RSL Tim White found the APC was be-

ing stored at the Gaza Ridge Barracks at Bandiana near the Victoria-New South Wales border. 

The Australian Defence Force (ADF) agreed to bequeath it, with the stipulation the club organised 

and paid for transport of the vehicle. 

Yarrabah RSL has since raised $7,500, largely from the far north Queensland business community 

and on Tuesday, it was loaded onto a truck to begin its three-day journey north. 

Ex-servicewoman Linda Fennell from the volunteer organisation, Defence Shed, was there to see the 

APC safely on its way. 

INDIGENOUS VETERAN TO BE REUNITED WITH 

VIETNAM WAR ARMOURED PERSONNEL CARRIER 

http://www.abc.net.au/farnorth/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-04-05/truck/7301464
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-04-05/truck/7301464
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-22/indigenous-rsl-organises-truck-driving-relay/7188858
http://www.google.com/maps/place/Yarrabah%204871/@-16.9077,145.8652,5z
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-22/indigenous-rsl-organises-truck-driving-relay/7188858
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-22/indigenous-rsl-organises-truck-driving-relay/7188858
http://www.defenceshed.com/
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"The community are extremely excited and can't wait for this APC to get up there so Uncle James Ca-

nuto can actually physically show them what an APC looks like and that will then put a picture to the 

stories that he's been telling the community in Yarrabah," Ms Fennell said. 

A second APC on board the truck will find a permanent home in Cooktown. 

 

This is a fantastic step forward in acknowledging our Aboriginal brothers 

and sisters that have served this great country of ours and are still serving. 

Linda Fennell from Defence Shed 

 

Stephen Fennell said the journey would help raise awareness about Defence Shed, established at Os-

borne in South Australia but which hopes to expand to places including Yarrabah. 

"It's to help guys who've just come back from Afghanistan: army, navy, air force," Mr Fennell said. 

"We still have navy in the Gulf of Arabia, so if any of those have psychological issues or medical is-

sues, Defence Shed is there for them." 

Far north Queensland-based truck driver Roger Tuxworth said the APC was one of the more unusual 

items he had been asked to transport. 

"We cart a lot of freight all around the place but it's not every day you get a decommissioned army 

piece to take on up for display," Mr Tuxworth said. 

The precious cargo will travel up through Gilgandra, Lightning Ridge, Roma and Townsville before it 

is delivered to Yarrabah, east of Cairns on Friday, where it will be part of a permanent monument hon-

ouring the service of Sergeant Canuto. 

"This is a fantastic step forward in acknowledging our Aboriginal brothers and sisters that have served 

this great country of ours and are still serving," Ms Fennell said. 

The monument will be officially unveiled at a community celebration in Yarrabah on September 12. 

INDIGENOUS VETERAN TO BE REUNITED WITH 

VIETNAM WAR ARMOURED PERSONNEL CARRIER 

The Battle of Long Tan occurred on 18th August 1966. The Federal Government has declared this day as 

Vietnam Veterans Day. The Federation in South Australia has for some years conducted a memorial 

service for this battle at the Vietnam Memorial on Torrens Parade Ground. It was decided to hold the 

reflection service in the afternoon of the 18th August the reflection starts at 1500hrs and takes about 30 

minutes. 1500 was selected as D Company were within an hour of the first shots being fired.        

 

There are no formally invited guests and everyone is welcome to attend. During the reflection random 

members from those attending are asked to place a red or yellow rose with the names of all the 

Australians killed that day. (The roses are supplied by Tynte Street Florist at a very special price.) 

During this activity all we ask is reflection for the fallen there is no need for other wreaths or tributes to 

be laid. This activity cost nothing but your time, there is free parking on the Parade Ground and we will 

be pleased to have your presence. See you there. 

 

Bob Ellis OAM and Eric Ciracovitch OAM 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY: 

18 AUGUST 2016 
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each month we have a different activity to 

entertain us, our very own Marg Culley came and 

gave us a very interesting outlook on her 

jewellery making. It’s only a gold coin donation 

and we bring a plate to share for lunch. We do 

have a lot of fun.  April is a Dressed for Success 

clothing show where our own ladies do the 

modeling.  May is to be decided, June is a Koala 

Wildlife Tour, we intend having an early lunch 

before the tour. The ladies who attend are a very 

friendly bunch of Veterans Wives or spouses or 

widows. What I have written is a small part of 

what is offered and if you would like further 

information please phone AM Howell 

(coordinator) on 82623974. 

 

To all those lucky people travelling north for the 

winter I wish you a happy, healthy and safe trip 

(and yes I am jealous). Happy birthday to all 

having birthdays in April, May and June  

XoXoXo 

 

Cheers for now,  

Fay  

 

 

The April BBQ was well attended approximately 

80 which was good. Monthly membership draw 

was not won and will be $120 at the May BBQ. 

Robbie won the meat pack (door prize). A big 

thank you to all of our helpers, far too many to 

mention. 

 

We were very sad when our President “Grumps” 

announced his retirement from the Presidency 

due to on going health matters.  It would have 

been nice if he could have been afforded full 

attention whilst he made his speech, he didn’t 

take a lot of time. Our love and good wishes are 

with him always. Ladies, apart from quilting and 

lead lighting etc there are other group activities 

you can attend as often or as little as you wish. 

They are WACAS (We All Care And Support) 

and another group is Health and Harmony.  

WACAS have several things in the pipeline like a 

bus trip to the Barossa 16th August (Ladies only) 

more on that in the next issue of the SNAFU. 

  

The Health and Harmony group meets every 4th 

Thursday of the month at Legacy House in 

Franklin St. It is a good fun group of ladies and  

Vets on Air brings you news within our veteran 

community and current events along with music 

requests. The program is broadcast via the world 

wide web to all including our serving overseas forces 

as well as nationally and internationally i.e. Germany 

and England.   It is well received with many  positive 

comments and requests from the forces and other 

veterans emailed to the program. 

 

Messages to our overseas forces can be emailed to : 

info@coastfm.com.au  (Subject line:   Vets On Air). 

 

These messages will be inserted into out broadcast 

and we are sure, will be a great moral boost for our 

service men and women serving overseas. If you can’t 

pick up 88.7 Coast FM on your radio, fire up the 

computer and bring up the website, 

wwwcoastfm.com.au and activate radio reception, 

6pm - 8pm (Adelaide time) every Tuesday. 

EXTRA NEWS BITS AND PIECES 



SNAFU 

VETS SUPPORTING VETS  13 

Email paulh@unleynissan.com.au  

YOUR CONTACTS AT UNLEY NISSAN ARE PAUL HARVEY 0407797046 
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INTRODUCTION TO MYTHS & LEGENDS 

Dr Brian O’Toole from Sydney University’s Brain & Mind Research Institute is an epidemiologist with a 

long interest in the health of Vietnam veterans and the health consequences of war service. He has worked 

on the Australian ‘agent orange’ scientific studies, was a member for 18 years of the National Advisory 

Council to the Minister for Vets affairs on the Veterans & Veterans Families Counselling Service, and 

conducted the first cohort health study of any returned service group in Australia, the Vietnam Veterans 

Health Study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vietnam tracker dogs by Bryan Campbell 

 

He has conducted this longitudinal study over two waves of assessments, 14 years apart, of a random 

sample of Vietnam veterans, making the study unique in Australia and one of only a few such studies 

worldwide. He has also conducted a companion study of veterans’ wives, and is currently conducting a 

study of veterans’ sons and daughters. He is one of the few people in Australia with an expert knowledge 

of the long term effects of war service on veterans and their families. In this article he addresses some of 

the myths and legends that abound about Vietnam veterans. 

 

“Research can only report what is found; I can’t make it up and can only report what I’m told by the 

diggers and the data that they give me. But there is some false knowledge out there which frequently 

prevails and pervades, such as claims of “20,000 veterans commit suicide” which are clearly nonsense and 

call into question the motives of the perpetrator, be it the editor or the journalist. 

 

 What I’d like to do today is to address some of the more common myths and legends that surround 

Vietnam veterans and let you know what my research is showing. Here are 10 myths that I have 

encountered over the years that I would like to shed some light on, using the data from my research 

studies. 

“Reprinted with the kind permission of 
    Dr Brian O’Toole 

    Director 
    Vietnam Veterans Family Health Study” 
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2. “ONLY THE ONES DUMB ENOUGH NOT TO GET 

OUT OF IT WERE SENT” 

The Army had a screening Psych test administered on enlistment called the AGC that basically measured 

intelligence. It was scaled, or “normed” on a general Regular population to have an average of 10.5 on a 

scale of 1-20. Several Army Officers have told me they “lifted the whole standard of the Army”. Indeed, 

the average AGC score of the Nasho veterans was 13.5, much higher than the background Regular Army 

population of 10.5. 

 

But, when compared with the Nasho veterans, the Regulars were not different; this means that the Regs 

who went to Vietnam were significantly brighter than the ones who stayed at home. Australia sent its best, 

fittest and brightest of both Regulars and Nasho’s to Vietnam and it’s more likely that the dumb ones 

stayed home.  

1. “IT WAS SAFER IN VIETNAM THAN 

IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE NASHOS” 

Only 1-in-16 young men who were called up actually got enlisted in the Army. From the 63,745 National 

Service Men (NSM) who were enlisted in the eligible time period, 19,450 were sent to Vietnam. That’s 

30.5%, less than a third. So even if you were called up, there was actually only a 1.9% chance that you 

would be sent to Vietnam. 

 

During the conflict there were 215 deaths of NSM in Vietnam; the mortality rate of NSM veterans 

in Vietnam was about 1.1%, very similar to the Regular mortality rate and very similar to the overall 

American mortality rate. Australia’s contribution was exactly proportional. But during the war years there 

were 188 deaths of NSM in Australia, where most of the deaths occurred on the roads. This is a mortality 

rate of les than 0.3%. 

 

So the relative risk of death, if you were a Nasho and were sent to Vietnam, was 4 times higher than the 

risk if you were a Nasho who stayed at home. So it wasn’t safer inVietnam at all, and there was no-one 

actually trying to kill you in Australia.  

This article will be continued in future issues 
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NAVAL SHIPS COLLIDE: 

VOYAGERS SUNK 
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Reproduced with the kind permission of the Veterans Support Group, Nerang. 
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VORG REPORT 

complicated but it works and no gas a bit cheaper    

at $3000 approx , we shall discuss this at the next 

meeting. Bob Ellis will be looking into a grant for 

one of these fridges. 

 

We are still getting numbers for the trip to 

Ceduna in Sept/ Oct so make sure you are booked 

in for that.  

 

Not sure what is happening in May for our 

meeting I will keep you posted. 

 

Cheers, 

Phil 

VORG Coordinator 

Items of interest from our last VORG meeting 

held after the BBQ 8th April. 

 

The few points that were discussed were, Snowy 

Chester took Moose Dunlop to Alawoona 

recently , and he loved it . So the Soldier on 

group will be looking to use the site soon , we 

just have to work out a form of booking the site 

and fees etc. 

 

At the last meeting we talked about a fridge for 

the camp kitchen, I came back with a price of 

$3200 approx plus freight. Bob Ellis needs 3 

prices. This is for a fridge that runs on gas about 

the size of your fridge at home . Grant Ottewill 

has come up with a fridge and batteries and solar 

panels running thru an Inverter, sounds a bit  
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We have been working in harmony on various projects of which some are coming to an 

end. As a small group we invite interested people, or friends of members to come and 

join us in our endeavours to produce scintillating works of glass art. These include glass 

foil clock making, fusion clocks, mosaic clocks and jewellery pieces, even a Noughts 

and Crosses board has come out of the kiln. Leadlight windows are in the planning stage 

and require innovative design and suggestions from interested parties. 

 

Please contact the Office on 8296 2411 if anyone is interested in joining our group. We 

meet on Wednesday afternoons from 1pm to 3pm and we can supply tools and glass for 

your 1st project. 

 

WACAS    ~     COMING EVENTS 

 
TUESDAY 25th OCTOBER  
JESTERS MURRAY RIVER CRUISE AND 
LUNCH  - BUS FROM VVF ~ LADIES ONLY 
 
SATURDAY 6th NOVEMBER 
KANGAROO ISLAND BUS TRIP  AND 
FERRY TO MARKETS,  LUNCH, AND VISIT 
TO CAPE WILLOUBY LIGHTHOUSE  ~ 
COMBINED  
 
WEDNESDAY 14TH DECEMBER  
WACAS CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT 
GOODWOOD HOTEL ~ LADIES ONLY 
 
 
ALL BUS TRIPS REQUIRE A $10 FEE 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT  
FAY 0418 839490  or  MARG 0402 844954 

 
WEDNESDAY 22nd JUNE     
CASINO LUNCH ~  
Meet10.30am at the Shrine Nth Terrace ~ walk 
along the Anzac Centenary Memorial Walk then 
to the Casino for lunch 12.00 noon ~ LADIES 
ONLY 
 
TUESDAY 16th AUGUST     
BAROSSA VALLEY BUS TRIP ~ 
SIGHTSEEING AND LUNCH  -  9.00am to 
5.00pm ~ LADIES ONLY 
 
FRIDAY 19th AUGUST        
GAWLER TO GOOLWA BUS TRIP TO HAVE 
LUNCH WITH THE SOUTH COAST  VETS  ~ 
9.00am to 5.00pm ~ COMBINED 
 
MONDAY 24th OCTOBER  
BLOKES BUS TRIP ~ DESTINATION AND 
ACTIVITY TO BE ADVISED  - 9.00am to 
5.00pm 
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From the jungles of New Guinea to 

the CIA's black ops program in Vi-

etnam, this is the extraordinary life 

of one of Australia's fiercest soldiers. 

 

Through three wars across 30 years, 

Len Opie carved a reputation as one of 

the country's greatest infantrymen. A 

cold-eyed killer who drank nothing 

stronger than weak tea, he fought with 

his bare hands, a sharpened shovel and 

piano wire. He was a larrikin who went 

by the book, unless the book was 

wrong. He set his own bar high and ex-

pected others to do the same. 

 

Stone Cold is the extraordinary story of 

one of Australia's most fearless fight-

ers. It takes us into the jungles of New 

Guinea and Borneo and some of the 

fiercest battles of World War II. It goes 

to the cold heart of Korea, where Len 

emerged from the ranks to excel in the 

epic Battle of Kapyong and play a key 

role at the Battle of Maryang San. And 

it drops us into the centre of the Ameri-

can counterinsurgency war in Vietnam 

with Len's involvement in the CIA's 

shadowy black ops program, Phoenix. 

 

Action-packed and surprising, Stone 

Cold gives rich life to a warrior soldier 

and one of Australia's greatest diggers. 

 

 http://www.booktopia.com.au/stone-

cold-andrew-faulkner/

d9781742373782.html 

STONE COLD:  

BOOK REVIEW 
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Ruth Clare's father came back from the 

Vietnam War a changed man: a violent, 

controlling parent and a dominating, 

aggressive husband. Through a child-

hood of being constantly on guard, with 

no one to protect her but herself, Ruth 

learned to be strong and fierce in the 

face of fear. 

 

After escaping her difficult upbringing, 

Ruth went on to have a family of her 

own. Facing the challenges of parenting 

brought her past back to life, and she 

lived in fear that she was doomed to 

repeat her father's behaviour. Wanting 

to understand the experiences that had 

damaged her father, she met with other 

veterans and began listening to their 

stories, of war, conscription, returning 

to civilian life. What Ruth uncovered 

left her with a surprising empathy for 

the man who caused her so much pain 

and heartache.  

 

Weaving a striking personal narrative 

with a revelatory exploration of the ef-

fects of war, Enemy is a bold, compel-

ling and ultimately triumphant memoir 

from a hugely impressive new Australi-

an writer.  

 

http://www.booktopia.com.au/enemy-

ruth-clare/prod9780670079094.html 

ENEMY:  

BOOK REVIEW 
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